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ON THE BOARDS

Uber is Building a Vertical Street for its San Francisco
Headquarters
New York's SHoP Architects and San Francisco's Studio O+A are designing the 423,000-square-foot,
two-building complex.

By SARA JOHNSON

Renderings of a new San Francisco headquarters for ride-hailing app Uber were released on Wednesday, the

San Francisco Chronicle first reported. New York's SHoP Architects and San Francisco's Studio O+A are

designing the 423,000-square-foot complex for a site in the city's Mission Bay neighborhood.

The headquarters span two buildings, both with Third Street addresses, that are connected by three bridges

over Pierpoint Lane. One of the buildings is 11 stories, the other is a shorter, longer one at six stories tall. SHoP

principal and partner-in-charge Christopher Sharples, AIA, gives a one-word explanation for the building

shapes: "zoning."
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The building is designed as a kind of vertical city, divided into "neighborhoods" with a circulation spine on the

Third Street side called "the Commons."

SHoP Architects
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"We really thought it was important that it should reflect some of the qualities that are unique to San Francisco,

especially the sort of streetscape, the rises—it's really a vertical city in that sense—and so we wanted to bring

that into the building, this almost inside-outside experience of the city," Sharples says."That's really reflected in

the experience of the Commons that wraps up through both buildings and connected by a series of bridges

across Pierpoint. But the idea is really that every neighborhood, every engineered neighborhood is connected

to this interior street called the Commons."

At least one Uber official gives a different motivation behind the design. From the San Francisco Chronicle:

"The 'inside-out' design seeks to reinforce the openness of Uber's corporate culture, according to Adony

Beniares, head of workplace operations. 'There is a transparency we have internally where anybody can talk to

anybody about what is going on' regardless of title or level of responsibility, he said."
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Sharples also explains that office space will project into this street-facing circulation space. "Within the

Commons space—again this comes back to trying to take some cues from San Francisco—you know how the

bay windows, as you are moving up, they stick into the space of the street, we were really looking into that

same idea inside the Commons," Sharples says. "So we're cantilevering the volumes which will be conference

spaces, workspaces that project out in the space, but above them we'll have breakout areas, almost like

porches, where people can come out and hang out and do work or have conversations."

SHoP Architects

Both buildings will include space for retail on the ground floor, and the taller building will include a day care

that would integrate with an adjacent public park. "We've got retail on both buildings facing Third Street and

then a café on Pierpoint next to the nursery, and possibly looking at having the cafeteria open out onto

Pierpoint Lane as well," Sharples says. "So really trying to make a strong connection with the community, and

make it really feel it has a connection with the public side of the neighborhood. It's not too different from what

we were trying to do with Barclays, where you have a lot of retail in the base, but you can still see into the

building, so really creating that sense of openness and transparency."
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The project is currently in the schematic design phase, with an expected opening of late 2017 or early 2018. It

is SHoP's first project in San Francisco.

The building will also literally open up to the outside. Parts of the glass façade will be operable, and the six-

story building includes a double-height multi-purpose room with a retractable roof.
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The Mission Bay site as of March 2014.
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For more work by SHoP Architects, visit ARCHITECT's Project Gallery.
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Sara Johnson is the assistant editor of design at ARCHITECT. Follow her on Twitter at @SaraA_Johnson.

Keywords:



SUBJECT:

Office Projects

LOCATION:

San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, CA

Expanded San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art Will Open in May 2016 >

Google Finds New Mountain View, Calif.,
Site for Its Headquarters >

Snøhetta and Envelope A+D Design
French Laundry Expansion >

KPF Breaks Ground on Parc du
Millénaire Ministry of Justice Building in
Paris >

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
Expansion >

Foster + Partners Wins Competition for
New Tower at 425 Park Avenue in New
York >

0  Comments Subscribe RSS

Please read our Content Guidelines before posting

Write  a  comment

PROJECTS  TECH & PRODUCTS  PRACTICE  CULTURE & CRITICISM  AWARDS  CONTINUING ED  AIA

ZAC Rive Gauche

Wasp House

Amagansett Dunes

Seven Big-Business Tools for Small Budgets

AIA Announces the 2016 Collaborative Achievement
Award

International Year of Light Celebrates with Closing
Ceremonies

Amsterdam Light Festival Call for Concepts

Universal Lighting Technologies Expands Sales Team

Fulham Expands Executive Team

Call for Proposal for the Luminothérapie 2016
Competition

Solar-Powered Streetlight Can Issue Flood Warnings,
Kill Mosquitos, and Charge Cell Phones

Cities, Utilities, and Businesses Agree to Share Energy
Data By 2017

The Nine Most In-Demand Jobs In the Sustainability
Sector

25,000 LEDs Light Up the San Francisco–Oakland Bay
Bridge

These Palm Tree-Like Turbine Blades Are Key to Cost-
Effective Offshore Energy

ARCHITECT JANUARY 2016

DIGITAL EDITION

Subscribe

Architect Magazine: Architectural Design | Architecture Online:  The premier site for architecture industry news & building resources for architects and architecture industry professionals.

Relevant Sites Residential Architect  Architectural Lighting  EcoBuilding Pulse  Custom Home  Journal of Light Construction  Concrete Construction  Builder  Remodeling  Metrostudy  Porch

MORE FROM ARCHITECT

JOIN THE DISCUSSION



Masthead  FAQs  Advertise  Magazine  About Hanley Wood  Contact Hanley Wood  Privacy PolicyCopyright © 2015 Hanley Wood Media, Inc. All rights reserved.


