FIVE GOLDEN RULES
Creative Non-Fiction Writing Workshop Protocol
We will discuss this protocol in class.
1. Please read each workshop piece at least twice. Reserve the second reading for marking notes and filling out critique sheets.
2. The workshop focus is on the work itself, not the readers’ reaction to the work. For this reason, restrict subjective praise or criticism.
3. Each member of the class is expected to offer observations and questions about the piece, and to provide a written critique, using the provided critique sheets. Be specific.
4. The author should use the workshop time to listen to the observations about the piece. Each author will have the opportunity to ask any unaddressed questions about the piece.
5. The goal of workshop is to provide each author with feedback that can be used to strengthen the work for the craft elements of creative nonfiction. While grammatical and spelling errors need to be addressed by the author, they are not a focus of the workshop process.
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